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WHAT BOTHERS 
AMERICA’S MINISTERS 


The chief problem of America’s minis- 
ters is to handle all the demands on their 
time, 


ministrative work, a national survey made 


especially burdensome details of ad- ~ 


The EXPOSITOR. 


~ 


by Mid-Continent Surveys for the Ministers ~ 


Life and Casualty Union here has found , 
(RNS) report from Minneapolis, Minn. 


Unwillingness of Parishioners to serve 
in church activities and shortage of good 
church leaders and staff, rank next, 


Ministers are troubled also by church 
finances and by their own inadequate sal- 
aries, as well as by their members’ lack- 
of interest in the Bible and in the church. 


The average minister, on the basis of 
survey results, is about forty years old 
married, and has 1.88 children. More than 
half (52%) of ministers responding to the 
survey reported salaries (excluding parson - 
ages) of between $3000 and $5000 a year. 
Another 28% are paid from $5000 to $7000; 
and 10% receive less than $3000. Only four 
tenths of one percent receive more than $10, 
000. 72% said their homes are provided by 
the congregations, 

Most of the ministers (60%) said their 
parishioners were willing or eager to work 
in the church, while 33% reported unwilling- 
ness or Strong resistance. 


Regarding demands on their time 52% of 
the ministers believe that their churches 
expect too much administrative work from 
them. Ministers of churches with larger— 
budgets and churchmemberships complained 


(See page 228) 
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Resurrection 


Edited by Alton M. Motter 


today. (paperbound) 


Have A Good 


Day by John W. Rilling 


(From Inside Front Cover) 
more than others about the burden of admin- 
istrative work. 


At the same time 22% of the ministers 
said their churches expect too little from 
them in the way of counseling. 


—EXCHANGE 


A FRUSTRATED CHILD? 

That’s the best Kind, says Professor. 

**For Pete’s sake, clear out and let me 
shave!’? That some say is bad. You should 
not treat your sweet little daughter that 
way. She might get a warped psyche. 

But cheer up, 
is on your side! 


harassed Dad. Someone 


Dr. Herman Harvey, a psychology pro- 
fessor at the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, is reported as saying: ‘It’s perfect- 
ly OK — in fact, the thing to do — for you 
to see that it’s the children who are frus- 
trated, — not you.” 


Frustrations are what make the little 
monsters grow up, says Dr, Harvey. They 
learn by climbing obstacles, not being lifted 
over them. 

A child wrapped in mothballs, Dr. Harvey 
contends, is a good prospect for a nervous 
breakdown as an adult, 


Dr. Harvey’s experimenting has been wi 
with animals, Society End on tae. 
ing people in cold blood, for science. 


But his tests with animals, he maintains, 
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Lord in life today is reflected 
in these great Easter sermons. 
The 22 contributors to this vol- 
ume are among the most illus- 
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Twenty-three warm, understandable, 
inspirational sermons that supply 
the answers to many of the everyday 
questions that face the 
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Think About 
These Things 


By Robert D. Hershey 


Today's pressing problems are 
treated with compassion and 
understanding in these 23 ser- 
mons by one of America’s 
most challenging orators and 
thinkers. 


‘Young ministers will read this 
book to learn how to preach; 
veterans of the pulpit will find 
in its pages the zest to keep on 
preaching.” $2.50 

—Dr. Ralph W. Sockman 


At all book stores 


Muhlenberg Press 
Philadelphia 


Support his theory. Animals faced with 
gradually increasing vexations, carefully 
controlled, have appeared to build up im- 
munitye 

Parents should chuck the idea, Dr. Har- 


vey says, that life should be a bed of roses 
for their children. 


Little Dickey needs problems of mole- 
hill size. Then when he’s Big Richard, 
hell know how to deal with stumblingblocks 
the size of mountains, 


Not enly that! Dickey will leam as a boy 
that solving problems can be fun. 


Which leads to one of Dr. Harvey’s main 
points. Frustration probably has accounted- 
for every major creative achievement since 
the world began, he says. 


‘‘People have wanted something, they 
couldn’t get it, so they have sat down and 
figured out a way to create it.” 


AND they learned how as children! 3 
—-EXCHANGE 


PLAN BOOK for Better 
VACATION SCHOOL 


If you have not already ordered your V. 
tion Bible School Plan Book, we urge you 


Standard Publishing Company 
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LENT IS TIME 


ASTER is always popular — Lent is 

not. People love festivals but they 

shrink from fasts. Lent is a time to 
mdition our minds that we may appreciate 
e joy of Easter. 


My friend Professor James Moffat once 


ld me of a conversation he overheard on 
New York Fifth Avenue bus. A church- 


otice board caught one man’s eye as they 
assed along. It advertised special ser- 
ices for Lent. 


**Lent?” he said to another passenger. 
‘These religious people, what’s lent to 
sem? Who made them a loan?”’ His compan- 
on did not know but presently he offered 

suggestion. 

His girl was learning music, he said, 
ad he seemed to have heard her talk about 
omething being “‘lento.”” Mightn’t that have 
omething to do with it? Maybe Lent was 
talian for a concert? 

However, he was as much at sea about 
susic as he was about religion, and the con- 
ecture faded out of their talk. Lent? A loan? 
« “‘lento’”’? Anyway, there was nothing to 
te 


If they had appealed to the scholarly Dr. 
foffatt he would probably have told these 
gen of Manhattan that‘‘Lent’’ was an old 
inglish term for the period in Spring when 
he days begin to “‘lengthen’’ and that the 
thurch happily applied it to the 40 days 
receding Easter. 


for Easter Day — the great day on which 


ond His triumph over the sin and evil of 

the world. 

“Lent is a call to take ourselves in hand, 
diet — which is really what fasting is— 

i to live disciplined instead of indulgent 


“This is the season when the relation of 
he life of the ,to the life of the soul, 
and central focus. 


- ashamed. The padre marched at the 


TO PREPARE 


C. IRVING BENSON 


Passing from the urge of life to 
the art of life; 

From the gratification of desire to the 
transformation of desire; 

From satisfaction with achieved ideals 
to the pursuitof unexplored possibili- 
ties. 


What we need is to set out upon new 
quests of character on behalf of the life 
of the soul. 


Let us review our daily habits— the time 
we rise, the way we work, our pleasures, 
our friends, our family. How much do we 
think and pray? 

Have ‘‘things’”’ — possessions and com- 
forts — come to loom too large in our lives ? 
We should pray for the lovely grace of sim - 
plicity, and for a more constant remembrance 
that we belong to the spiritual world and 
that our true home is in God. 


Every day we ought to do something we 
would rather not do to strengthen the will 
over-the flesh. Lent reminds us that we 
are more than animals, with physical ap- 
petites and the truth about us is that we 
are SPIRIT in a temporary material embodi- 
ment. 


A padre told me how his battalion was 
marching along in France when some men 
set up a ribald song of which others were 
rear. 
Then he noticed that the singing began to 
decline and gradually ceased and nothing- 
was heard but the sound of tramping feet. 


Looking up he noticed a crucifix on @ 
bend in the road, There was Christ on His 
Cross. There are songs you cannot sing, 
things you cannot do when you see “that - 
strange Man on the Cross.” 


After a while the men began to sing again, 
but they were the hymns they had learned in 
their boyhood — ‘‘When I survey the won- 
drous Cross” and ‘‘Rock of Ages Cleft 
for Me.” 

The essence of Lent is to set us won 
dering at the tremendous fact of the Cross! 
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TENDING “SHEEP 


OF 


RICHARD K. MORTON 


important extent a community minister. 

In today’s world there is no place for 
the type of high-walled exclusivism which 
draws a severely limited area of service- 
and stays rigidly therein. 


T= parish minister must also be to an 


In my experience as a parish minister, 
newspaperman in charge of a weekly church 


page and coverage of religion for a city- 
newspaper, and as educator, I have found 
that one of the minister’s most important 
functions or roles in that of community coun- 
sellor, guide, and friend. 


A number of important concerns arise im- 
mediately in connection with a minister’s - 
desire to serve the community in which his 
parish is located. In the first place, his 
time, strength, and abilities are limited. He 
can easily spread himself too thin and un- 
dertake projects which he cannot follow- 
through, for one reason or another. He must 
restrict himself to the extent of retaining 
his health and professional efficiency. Here 
he often makes the mistake of thinking that, 
because a certain need must be met,.he must 
do it himself—and right NOW! He is right, 
in feeling that he must not evade this chal- 
lenge or need which has come up. But he 
can transfer the task to someone else, in 
his name— or make referral to an individual 
or agency competent to deal with the mat- 


ter (perhaps more so than he is). | am of the 
opinion that the average minister finds him- 
self in the position of thinking he must han- 
dle many projects and needs he is not com- 
petent to handle (for example, technical — 
counselling in matters in the field of medi- 
cine, psychiatry, legal affairs, etc.) He is 

often slow to refer to the proper profession- 

al authority a case which is really beyond 

his training and experience and responsibi- 
ity. 

A final word here concerns his decision 
to retain for himself time to study and re- 
flect and attend to basic matters in his ma- 
jor responsibility. It may sound lofty and 
dedicated, and much more, but when the 
minister allows all sorts of liberties with 
his time and strength, he is asking for un- 


Dean of the Evening College and Chaplain 
of the University, Jacksonville 11, Florida 
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OTHER FOLDS” 


necessary trouble, and probably laying th 
groundwork for much ineffective work. 


If these ‘‘sheep of other folds’’ are no 
from any church folds at all, he may right 
ly still feel that he must serve them, carin 
for the troubled, the ill, and for all sor 
of emergencies and needs, This need n 
include, however, being endlessly at ft 
beck and call of all sorts of communit 
causes, agencies and needs amply able | 
secure and pay for leadership and help 
They become accustomed, in many areas 
however, to take the easiest path and asl 
the minister to make that speech, go to the 
meeting, be chairman of that committee, co 
duct that program, and so on. In the long ru 
and in the majority of cases, I think hi 
cheapens himself and his calling when h 
never requires any sense of responsibilit 
(including the financial) in these cases 
He will be running around, tiring himsel 
out, and doing little of permanent value 
and actually lowering the ministry in the 
eyes of those who will come to see in ii 
a source of easy help and unquestioning 
volunteer service. The minister is worth 
of his rewards, and his calling is worthy 
of respect. 


~ 


In the second place, of course, one o 
the outstanding problems has to do with 
tending these sheep without causing criti- 
cism on the part of others of those flock: 
or of their leaders. There need be no mis 
understanding and friction—but there often 
is. The minister should be careful to mak 
calls in the name of the people’s own min 
ister, notify him or his office of them, an 
arrange in community and professional meet 
ings to work out a system of mutual ai 
which becomes known to all parishes an 
to the community. 


The day has passed when a parishionel 
wants only his own minister to show inter. 
est in him. Where there is any kind of com 
munity and ministerial cooperation, minis 
ters frequently and gladly call upon eac 
other’s people—especially in hospitals, cot 
valescent homes, and the like. In me 
communities the ministerial association 
council of churches arranges for a generé 
notifying of ministers of people in troub! 
or need or for other reasons requiring attet 
tion. 


I find that this brotherly exchange 
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auch for the local church. As parishioners’ 
eenefit from the attentions of several min- 
sters, they come to be more eager about- 
he cause of the Church as a whole and they 
see the cause and role of religion in a new 
light. 1 have found, in my present work, that 
t is a mistake to hold simply a series of 
jittle groups for all the denominations repre - 
sented in a college community. There must 
poe, above all, a series of joint meetings, 
where the students deal unitedly with the 
joroblems of religion as a whole. Then when 
they hold their smaller denominational meet - 
lings, they are likely to be more enthusias - 
itic to do their share toward the total work 
of religion in their area. 


Ministering to those of other folds re- 
muires the parish minister to have a basic 
knowledge of these other groups and of their 
local program. It also requires of him pa- 
tience and understanding and a very solid 
and high-principled stand of ethics. He can 
easily be drawn in proselyting and _ into- 
circulating reflections upon his brother min- 
isters. He can be tempted into fostering— 
divisions and strife. 


The minister will probably start with 
smergency services where he is the one on 
the field first — and he then sees that the 
esponsibility is transferred to the minister 
concerned. In other cases it is a question 
»f meeting some problem which other folds- 
cannot meet as well. In still others it will 
be a matter of providing an environment, 
personal and institutional, to which the 
parishioner appears torespond more readily. 
It will be in all these a matter of Christian 
example and brotherliness and simple friend- 
liness. 

Dealing with those of other folds requires, 
too, a carefulness in seeking knowledge of 
what that fold is. It can very easily be as- 
sumed that the individual is not a member of 
some other fold. If the minister senses that 
the individual has been neglected or has 
not been adequately served and that there 
are serious faults in the way he has been 
lealt with so far, he can easily create doubts 
n a person’s mind and start to turn him to the 
ninister’s own church. This, however, often 
esults in bringing contempt on the entire 
yrocess of church policies. Every care must 
ye taken not to appear to poison the individu- 
41’s mind against the church or leadership, 
ie has been connected with. 


The best answer to this entire matter of 
lealing with other folds is to start at the 
eginning of any local ministry with a well- 
nounced policy of having one’s door open 
o all in need of some kind of service. Then 
s one works with people as a whole, regard- 
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less of any of their roles or affiliations, this 
matter is absorbed in the larger matter of 
providing the best Christian service to the 
community of which one is capable, 


Any church worthy of the name_ engages 
its minister,not simply to care for the people 
of that parish only, but also to be a servant, 
leader, and guide for any who may call upon 
him. 

The modern minister makes everyone a 
matter of his larger parish, drawing all men 
unto him, in the name of his Master. 


THEY ARE AFTER 
YOUR CHILD 


IVAN H HAGEDORN 


(Continued from Page 202-204, February,1959) 


IV. THE HEROD BEHIND 
THE GAMBLING BUSINESS. 


Anyone who thinks the temptation to gam- 
ble is not pressing among teenagers and 
even younger children is very much out of 
touch with present-day reality. Youthful- 
suckers by the millions bit on the gambler’s 
flashing bait. His most profitable recruiting 
aids are slot-machines, numbers tickets, 
pin-ball machines, and sporting events pools 
of-every kind. A raid on the gymnasium lock- 
er room of a big city high school revealed 
a branch of a big time gambling syndicate, 
in full operation. Without even leaving the 
building, boys were betting on the horses, 
playing numbers, and participating in nation- 
wide base-ball pools. 


Almost from the day that a lad takes his 
first job in the factory, he is open to the 
sinister hand of this nefarious business, 
‘‘Business Week’’ estimates that a billion 
dollars a year is taken from pay envelopes. 
It is not only that many workers are thereby 
impoverished, but it promotes and protects 
every other organized vice on the crime cal- 
endar. 


A factory worker entered a dingy cafe in 
a Quincy, [llinois, and slapped a crumpled 
twenty-dollar bill on the bar. The bar-tender- 
proprietor produced a punch board with prizes 
of ten, five and one dollar for those who 
punched lucky numbers. He smiled as_con- 
fidently as one who knew his victim. ‘‘A 


brand new board, Jack,’’ ‘‘Oh’’, said Jack 


Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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dubiously, as one who knew his weakness, 
“Well, I’ll try just one.’’ Thirty minutes 
later, Jack had punched out not one, but 
78 of the board’s 200 holes, at 25¢ each. 
The bartender, having counted the punches, 
pocketed the $20 bill, after handing the boy 
a bit of loose change. He produced a thick 
roll of bank-notes, and grandly peeled off 
one. ‘‘Well, fellow, at least you won a buck. 
You want to punch it out?’? Jack looked 
very glum. “‘I had thought to use that twen- 
ty to get the Missus a Birthday present’’, 
he said. As he took his departure, the bar- 
tender expertly broke the punch-board over 
his knee, and tossed it under the bar. A 
bystander commented, ‘Well, that wasn’t 
half used up. Why throw it away?”’ The bar- 
tender grinned. I should let it stand on the 
bar until somebody wins the big prizes. Do 
I look stupid? This guy buys twenty bucks 
worth of punches. I pay him a one buck 
prize, and the board cost me just $2.00, 
So I quit, making way over 500% profit.”’ 
He looked smug. “‘You know any better 
deal?”’ he asked. 


Gambling can be arraigned upon at least 
five criminal charges. First, it damages 
personality. There is no doubt that this 
vice does something to character. Second, 
gambling corrupts everything it touches, It 
ties in with narcotics, prostitution, and all 
forms of illegality and immorality. Third, 
the gambler assumes the right to take out 
of society more than he puts in. Gambling 
then is stealing. Fourth, Gambling sets up 
false gods. By no stretch of the imagina- 
tion can it be argued that gambling glori- 
fies God. Instead it glorifies Lady Luck, 
chance, hunches and rabbit-foot supersti- 
tion. And finally, fifth, gambling is a de- 
nial of the Christian teaching of the stew- 
ardship of possessions. Any Christian real- 
izes his responsibility as a trustee for the 
property in his possession. 


Sometimes, it is argued, ‘‘Well, I never 
go beyond what I can afford. I only bet in 
small amounts.’’ Well, we cannot approve a 
little murder, a little house-breaking, a lit- 
tle incest — how then can we countenance 
a little gambling? 


V. THE HEROD BEHIND 
THE WAR BUSINESS 


I am not a Pacifist. I believe that there 
is a place for the military. We must, especi- 
ally in days like this, keep our defenses 
strong and secure. But I don’t like war. And 
I, for one, before the drums beat, believe- 
that as long as there is 1/1000th of a 
chance that war can be avoided, we should 
guard that chance like the apple of our eye. 
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I know that if war comes | will stand with 
my country, but the time to plan for peace 
is between wars. It is then we should count 
their cost, do our utmost to restrain the hot- 
heads and jingoes, and to realize that we 
are thinking in terms of human lives, the 
lives of our children. General Sherman said; 
“| confess without shame that I am tired 
of the war. Its glory is all moonshine. It is 
only for those who have neither heard a shot 
nor heard the shrieks and moans of the 
wounded to cry aloud for more blood, more 
vengeance, more desolation. War is Hell.” 
That is my conviction too. 


Henry Ford, some years ago, said: ‘“There 
are only about a hundred individuals in the 
world who want war.” He had in mind-those 
who wanted wealth and power, hoping to 
achieve their ends only through destruction. 
I dread to think of what the next war would 
be like. I am of the mind that the actual 
fighting will not be on the battlefields, wher- 
ever they may be. The big objective will be 
the breaking of the morale of the noncom- 
batants back home. And what terrible means 
will likely be called into action! Disease 
germs, gases, death rays, bombs that will 
release unquenchable fire, and similar hor- 
rors. These will, in all likelihood, be spread - 
more among the women and the little chil - 
dren in the great cities, rather than against 
the troops in the field, 


In the World War 1, a chaplain in whose 
arms a young soldier lay dying told the 
young man that his wife was soon to bear a 
child. Hearing the announcement, the dy- 
ing man said: ‘“‘If it’s a boy, I’m glad he 
won’t have to go through this. This is the 
war to end war, isn’t it, Chaplain??? The 
chaplain, believing it too, comforted the 
youth. ‘Yes, Yes, the War to end war’’, he 
echoed. And the youth closed his eyes, con- 
tent. In the old carpenter guilds, there was 
a principle that you should measure seven 
times before you cut once. Before we enter 
upon another conflict, let us make sure that 
we have measured at least unto the seventh 
time, not content with just the second or 
third measuring. 

OK OK KOK OK OK OK 

(VI. THE HEROD bebind the FILTH on 

the News-stands; VII. The HEROD be- 

hind the MOVIES and TELEVISION, and 
more will be continued in coming issues) 


Jesus Christ 
The Lamb of God Is Worthy. 
Jesus Christ, His Son, Our Redeemer. i 


Do You Believe That Jesus I ar 
Made Sin for Us. Jesus Is the Christ? 


John, the First Believer in East 
The Easter Bribe. ids 
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CHURCH AT WOR 


Zassion Week 

alm Sunday: Service of Dedication of the 
Youth of the Parish. 

Anthems: “Prepare the Way, O Zion.”’— 
Luvass. 
“Lord of Our Life’—W hitehead. 
“Lead us, Heavenly Father’’—Thiman. 


Solo: ‘The Palms.” 
Theme: “Approaching the Holy City, With 
Him.” 


Evening Service: Musical by Choir and avail- 


able instrumental. 

“Oh for a Closer Walk with God.” 

“Your Lord and Mine.” 

“Oh Matchless Love.” 

“At Thy Feet.” 

“He Comes.” 

“The Lord Is My Light.” 
Meditation: ‘My Hand in His.” 
Monday Evening: 


Theme: “A Little Journey.” (With Jesus as 
He entered the temple.) 
Anthems: ‘Just as I Am.” 


“Blessed is He That Cometh.” 
“Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake.” 
Tuesday Evening: 


Theme: “Walking With Jesus as He Teaches.” 


Anthems: ‘Lord is Exalted.” 
“Thus Saith the Lord.” 
“In Humble Faith.” 
Wednesday Evening: 
Theme: “In the Bethany Home.” 
Anthems: “Seek Ye the Lord.” 
“Jerusalem.” 
“Praise Ye the Father.”’ 
“God So Loved the World.” 
Thursday Evening: 
Theme: ‘Jesus in the Upper Room.” 
Anthems: “Gethsemane.” 
“Lord of Our Life.” 
“O Day of Christ.” 
Good Friday: 12 Noon to 3 P. M. 
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Solos: 


Theme: ‘The Vigil at the Cross.” 


Seven 


Words: The Word of Intercession, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” Luke 23:34. 

The Word of Pardon, “Today shalt thou be 
with Me in paradise.’” Luke 23:43. 

The Word of Care, “Woman, behold thy 
son, Behold thy Mother.” John 19:26-27. 
The Word of Loneliness, “My God, my 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me.” Matt. 
2746; 

The Word of Need, “I thirst.” John 19:28. 
The Word of Victory, “It is finished.’” John 
19:30. 

The Word of Trust, “Father, into Thy hands 
I commend My spirit.” Luke 23:46. 

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded.” 
“The Beautiful Garden of Prayer.” 

“O Matchless Love.” 

“The Lord is My Light.” 

“Just as I am.” 


“Gethsemane.” 
“Calvary.” 
Anthems: ‘When I Remember Calvary.” 


“O Worship the King.” 

“At Thy Feet.” 

“The Saving Victim.” 

“Our Shepherd is Departed.” 


Feast of Light 
(This service may be used as a pre- 
Easter, or as an indoor Easter morn- 
ing program, or Vesper Hour. The 
cross and candles may be used for a 
number of services.) 

1. Prepare a white cross about three feet high. 
Place this on a board foundation six feet 
long, a foot wide and one to two inches 
thick, so it will be firm. Wood substitute 
will do, if firm. Place the cross toward 
the rear end of the board. Bore holes 
halfway through the board for candle re- 
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ceptacles; one large hole in front of the 
cross and near it; four holes near the front 
edge of the board, where the four ‘‘Gos- 
pel” candles may be placed. 

Provide a large white candle for the socket 
near the cross, representing Christ. Four 
candles for the Gospels and twelve for 
Apostles. Have one candle for each pew 
end in your Church. At the opening of 
the serivce, provide each one sitting next 
an aisle with a candle and holder. 


. Organ: “Come, Ye Faithful’’—White- 
head. Congregation, when assembled, 
“Come, Thou Almighty King.” 

Pastor, or person appointed, tell the story 


of the Feast of Lights, in the dim past 
when books were few and truth was taught 
by “‘living pictures” that the people might 
see and understand something of God's 
great message to the world. Have all 
lights turned out and the minister or 
speaker standing by the cross, to picture 
the darkness of the world without Christ, 
as painted in the prophecy and history. 
Recite the opening verses of John’s Gos- 
pel. When mention is made of the birth 
of Christ, have someone light the large 
candle at the cross. 


. Dramatic story of the birth of Christ from 


Ben Hur may be read or given from mem- 
ory, or selections from ‘“The Other Wise 


Man.” Scripture reading is more accept- 
able to some. 
Anthem: “King of Kings’’—Simper. 


Pastor tells how the life of Jesus lighted 
the lives of his followers, especially the 
Disciples. How the four Gospels are. the 
record of Jesus Christ lighting up the 
spiritual life of the then known world, a 


light that has never waned, even though 
dimmed at times through selfishness and 
wickedness. 

Twelve boys or girls appear in Roman 
toga costume to receive the twelve candles 
representing the twelve Apostles. When 
all have lighted candles, they face the 
audience, and join in singing, “Christ the 
Lord is Risen Today,” Manney, and after 
the first stanza, they make their way down 
the aisle, singing, stopping to light the 
candles at the end of each pew. When they 
have completed lighting the candles in the 
pews, they form a line at the back of the 
pews, while they join the congregation in 
singing, “Thou, Whose Almighty Word,” 
and march up the aisle, during last re- 
frain, to the chancel, where candles are 
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deposited before the cross. 

9. Pastor gives short talk on “Let Your 
Light Shine,” particularly illustrations of 
Christian men and women who are doing 
things to show the indwelling light. All 
spiritual light comes from the One great 
Light, the Resurrected Christ. Quartette, 
or solo, “By Early Morning Light’’—arr. 
Dickinson, published by Gray. 

10. The twelve arise and are handed their 
candles, still lighted, and facing the con- 
gregation, sing, ‘The Lord is Risen In- 
deed,” Manney. If there is instrumental 
musical accompaniment available, this will 
add to the solemnity of the service. After 
the anthem is completed the twelve place 
their candles before the cross, and proceed 
down the aisle to extinguish the candles 
held by members in the pews, singing to 
organ accompaniment, ‘“The Light of the 
World is Jesus.” The twelve remain at 
the back of the pews, during the Bene- 
diction by the Pastor. 

11. Organ: “Now Let Every Tongue Adore 
Thee” —Bach. 


The Man of Galilee in Picture, 
Song, and Story 


“This Service is suggested for the Vesper 
Hour’ either afternoon or evening, and is based 
on an arrangement by Paul S. Miller, formerly 
published in The Expositor.” —J. L., Mznne- 
apolis, Minn. 


The Service 
Organ: 
“Grand March” from ‘‘Queen of Sheba’, 
Gounod 
“Andante” from “Egyptian Suite”, Luzgini 
‘Pastoral Symphone”’ from ‘“The Messiah”, 
Handel 
Hymn: “Tell Me the Old, Old Story.” 
Readings: from ‘Christ in the Poetry of To: 
day”, Foote-Crowe, 

Or selections from the Bible. ; 

Prayer: (of supplication, for acceptance of Jesus 

Christ, as Saviour) 
Organ: “Rock of Ages”, Dudley Buck. 
Solo: ‘O Love Divine’, Nevin. 
Pictures: 

First group, the ‘Holy Land”, accompaniec 
by organ, ‘The Holy City.” 

Second group, “Childhood of Jesus,” accom 
panied by organ and vocal solo, ‘‘Suffe 
Little Children...” 

Third group, ‘The Carpenter’, accompanie 
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by Organ and Trio, “O Master Workman 
of the Race.” 
Fourth group, “River Jordan and Sea of 
Galilee”, accompanied by Organ, “Galilee 
Bright Galilee.” 
Fifth group, “Baptism and Temptation” 
accompanied by Organ, “Just As I Am.” 
Offertory Solo: “Love Not the World”, 
Sullivan. 


> 


, 


Pictures: 

Sixth group, “The Ministry of Compassion,” 
accompanied by Organ and soloist, ‘Be- 
hold There Cometh Unto Jesus’ from 
“Daughter of Jairus”, Stainer. 

Seventh group, “The Teaching Ministry’’, 
Lecture or Meditation. 

Postlude: ‘Fling Wide the Gates” from ‘“‘Cru- 
cifixion’’, Stainer. 


LENTEN SUNDAY EVENING 
Organ: ‘Sunshine and Shadow”, Gale. 
Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” 
Invocation: Pastor. 
Choir: 
“Unfold Ye Portals’, from ‘Redemption’, 
Gounod. 

“O Shepherd of Isreal”, Morrison. 

“Largo”, Handel. 

“A Voice in the Wilderness’, Tenor Solo. 
Scripture: Luke 14:17. Matt. 22:11. Psa. 73:28. 
Choir: 

“God So Loved the World’, from ‘“Cruci- 

fixion”, Stainer. 

“The King of Love my Shepherd Is’’—Trio, 

Mendelssohn. 

“Praise the Lord”, Randegger. 

Scripture: Ex. 12:2. Psalm 5:7. John 1:38-39. 
John 21:16. 
Choir: 

“Lord, for Thy tender Mercy’s Sake’, Farrant. 

“God so Loved the World’, Moore. = 

“These are They” from ‘“‘The Holy City’, 

Gaul. 
Scripture: 2 Peter 3:1. Psa. 116:7. 
Choir: 

“Rock of Ages’, Buck. 

“Send Out Thy Light”, Gounod. 

D ffertory: (Organ—“Song without Words’’ 
Engelmann.) 
shoir: ‘Gloria’ from ‘‘the Twelfth Mass’, 

Mozart. 
3enediction. 


Mother’s Day Service 

“A Dream’”—Lynn. 

“Distant Chimes’’—Shackley. 
Invocation: “They that wait upon the Lord 


_ Organ: 
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shall renew their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk and not 
faint.”” (Isa. 40:31) “For with thee is the 
fountain of life; in thy light shall we see 
light.” (Psalm 36:7-10.) 
Hymn: “Thou gracious power, whose mercy 
lends) 2. 
Reading: ‘The Mother Artist,” by Thonfas 
W. Fessenden. 
Hymn: “O Thou fount of every blessing.” 
Scripture: I Kings 3:25-26. Prov. 6:20, 
S151.0-13..8 John, 19:26:27 (Kom: 3317, 
Hymn: “Lord, I do not ask to stand...” 
Prayer: ‘OQ God, who art the Father of us 
all; we pray for thy blessing upon mothers 
everywhere. Give to them the holy desires, 
wisdom and courage, and divine power from 
the Holy Spirit to fulfill Thy will. Help them 
to administer their duties and privileges under 
Thee, so their children will rise and call them 
blessed, as they carry forward the light which 
Thou hast given us as a Christian nation. Help 
the mothers here assembled to see clearly how 
the joys and privileges of motherhood are 
closely linked with duties and responsibilities 
toward God who granted the children to our 
care, and the children who must be nurtured, 
trained and conditioned as leaders in the van- 
guard of God's army for the right. Forgive us 
if we have basked in the love and sunshine of 
motherhood, and overlooked our duties. 
Through Thy grace, we shall face the new day 
without faltering. We ask in Jesus’ Name. 
Amen.” 
Hymn: ‘Work for the night is coming. . .” 
Reading: ‘Christian Mothers’—Grace Noll 
Crowell (or any other choice). 
Hymn: “O Master let we walk with thee...” 
Dedication to the tasks ahead of the nation: 
Let us draw near in heart and spirit, men, 
women and children, yea, and the stranger 
within our house of prayer and worship, that 
we may hear a renewal of desire to hear the 
Word as it is purposed and to observe the will 
of God hidden within the sacred Word. 
Congregation: Open thou our hearts that we 
may behold the meaning of Thy Word. 
Pastor: The law of the Lord is perfect. Thy 
Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto 
my path. rs 
Congregation: Forever, O Lord, Thy Word 
is settled in heaven. Thy faithfulness is unto 
all generations; Thou hast established the 
earth, and it abideth. 
Pastor: Thy testimonies have we taken as 
an heritage forever; for they are the rejoic- 
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ing of my heart. 

Congregation: We have inclined our hearts 
to perform Thy statutes, for ever, even unto 
the end. 

Pastor: We are Thy servants, give us under- 
standing; that we may know Thy testimonies. 

Congregation: It is time for the Lord to 
work; For they have made void Thy law. 

Pastor: Thy righteousness is an everlasting 
righteousness, and Thy law 1s truth. 

Congregation: Trouble and anguish have 
taken hold on the races of men. Give them un- 
derstanding that they may live in Thee. 

Pastor: We shall lift up our eyes unto the 
mountains; from whence shall our help come. 

Congregation: Our help cometh from the 
Lord, which made heaven and earth. 

Pastor: Our gracious Father, we thank Thee 
for the love that binds our hearts together, for 
the hopes that make the future bright, for the 
work we can do for Thee and Thy kingdom. 
Help us truly to share every joy and every sor- 
row and every burden. Teach us how to give 
and to forgive. May Thy Word be our light 
and our guide. Make us mindful to bring our 
petitions to Thee every morning, and our praise 
every evening. Be thou our Guest at every 
meal, our Guide in every plan, our Guardian 
in every temptation. Help us daily in the glo- 
rious task of making our homes Christian, our 
communities and our nation Christian. 

Congregation: We ask in the Name of Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour, that this our consecrated 
dedication may take hold on our lives. Amen. 

Hymn: “Sun of my soul... 

Benediction. 

Organ: “ Allegro’ —Rogers. 

(Plans for this service may include reserva- 
tions for seating all the guest mothers; candle- 
bearing ushers to meet the procession of moth- 
ers from the gathering point to their seats; 
seating oldest and youngest mother in the chan- 
cel, and assign portion of reading in the ser- 
vice; a candle in the chancel for each mother 
present, with provisions to light just prior to 
the dedication service.) _ 


Memorial Service 


Observance of Memorial Day this year will 
claim the personal interest of most citizens. in 
every American community. Although the Na- 
tional observance of May 30 as Memorial Day 
was specifically related to our Civil War of 
President Lincoln’s day, memories of the first 
World. War, and current war have become a 
part of the picture in the minds of most citi- 
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zens. 

Emphasis should be given to the reason fo 
our part in this war, maintenance of freedon 
as American citizens. This concerns all of us 
not certain classes or certain ages. While 
American war losses have been largely confinec 
to fighting fronts, training camps, etc., it migh 
well have been otherwise; witness the number 
of lives lost through bombings of warring na: 
tions. While the loss of every life is a cause 
tor national grief, we have great cause for 
thanksgiving that our home front has, beer 
saved the horror of air attack, thus being privil- 
eged to devoting effort to backing up the men 
at the front with tools and equipment. 


THE SERVICE 
Organ: “Marche Militaire’ —Somsa. 
Invocation: 
"O Praise the Lord, all ye nations; 
Laud Him, all ye peoples. 
For His mercy is great toward us; 
And the truth of the Lord endureth for. 
ever. 
Praise ye the Lord.’ Psalm 117. 

Hymn: — Battle Hymn of the Republic.” 

Flag Salute: (Military or Boy Scouts). 

Silent Prayer: (Followed by Lord’s Prayer.) 

Hymn: ‘Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 

Psalm 23: (responsively. ) 

Reading of the names on Service Honor Roll. 
If community service, community roll, if 
Church service, names on parish honor roll 
Candles lighted for each service man, as name: 
are read (if indoor service). Large candles for 
gold star names. 

Pastor: “What mean ye by this service?” 
Exodus 12:26. 


The Feast of the Passover was the great memorial 
of Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian bondage. The 
meaning of the Memorial is passed on from one 
generation to another, instilling in each generatior 
profound reverence for the Memorial. 

With the annual recurrence of Memorial Day in 
our national life, we call to mind the great struggles 
for human freedom in which we as a nation have 
participated. For a united nation of sovereign states, 
we must pause to salute the brave men who gave 
their lives for this cause. In tribute to veterans of 
our civil strife, Rev. John A. Hainer said, ‘Fo: 
what we are in the greatness and glory of a United 
Republic, we are indebted to you. The chastisement 
of our peace was upon you, and by your stripes we 
are healed. Your vicarious sufferings have delivered 
us from the pangs of death; you carried the speai 
that we might carry the pruning hook, wielded the 
sword that we might guide the ploughshare. In ob: 
serving this Memorial Day, we Rte in you a more 
practical, tangible, real memorial of the value anc 
heroism, of the hardships and self-sacrifice, of the 
unstinted patriotism which this day commemorates.’ 

These are memories of wars, confined to the fight 

(See Page 247) 
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SERMONS 


A HIGHWAY 
TO OUR GOD 


FRED SMITH 


TEXT: ISAIAH 40:3,5. “Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God.. And the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all — 
flesh shall see it together: for the mouth 

of the Lord hath spoken it.’* 


S I COME to the theme of this sermon, 

I come to it in the spirit of that won- 

derful preacher of God: Charles Had- 
don Spurgeon, who was accustomed to say 
that he could hardly wait for the coming of 
the Lord’s day that he might again pro- 
claim the wonderful Gospel of his Lord. 
As he felt so I feel in bringing to youthe 
message | have in mind. For in and through 
it I desire to become to you the singing- 
voice of the singing ones of God. Of this 
glorious company my title gives but a hint, 
for titles have to be short that they may be 
apprehended in a glance. They are, as it 
were, but a flash, hinting of the prophecy 
yet to be fulfilled. 

But a text can be longer, and that is bet- 
er. That is why I chose my longer text, 
which in itself is even abbreviated, that it 
night flash forth, not a passing flash of 
evelation, but the fulness of it; a fulness 
hat calls, not alone for a sermon, but for 
2 symphony accompanied oratorio. How well 
lo I know that many of you, reading my text 
rom your Bible together with the here omit- 
ed verse would find the words echoing in 
‘our souls to the cadenced music of Han- 
lel’s rendering of them in the ‘‘Messiah’’ 
f that be so, then I say, “‘Let it echo — 
nd re-echo through your soul as | seek to 
dd, not the music of Handel, (for I am not 


landel) but to the continuing significance, 
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of these words for us in our day.” So to the 
meaning of our amplified text, the whole 
of it singing through your soul I come now 
to the meaning of it. 


And the first note of its meaning I would 
say is to take note of how gloriously the 
ancient Isaiah proclaimed the undefeatable 
ongoing of his (and our) God. ‘‘Every val- 
ley shall be exalted’? sings the inspired 
prophet. For him God’s pathway through 
history is to be victory all along the way 
so that at last ‘‘The glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to- 
gether: for the mouth of the Lord hath spo- 
ken it.’? (Isaish 40:5 ) Let me repeat that 
closing sentence again: ‘“‘the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it,’’ that we may be re- 
minded that it is not our intention alone to 
build a perfect highway for our God; it is 
God’s intention that it shall be done. We 
have God’s backing in this task. 


I remind you of this ‘backing’ to offset 
the ‘back-set’ which comes to those who 
listen too long and too much to the ‘mouths’ 
speaking so pessimistically in our day in 
so many ways about the down going of the 
race. So be it. I stay not to repeat their 
wailings and fore-castings. I have a nobler 
task to fulfil. It is to echo and re-echo the 
singing prophecy of Isaiah and the company 
of all the like minded singers through the 
ages that this generation might learn to its 
profit from the prophets. 


So I pass now to my second point of em- 
phasis, which is to remind you of the reiter- 
ated emphasis of a culture that was to be 
criss-crossed by a perfected highway sys- 
tem. It was not enough for him to say this 
thing once; he kept on saying it. And what 
he kept on saying the wise prophets of all 
succeeding generations have repeated, each 
in his own way and tongue. “‘No lion shall 
be there’? spoke the ancient prophet; the 
Highway Department of my state repeats it 
in its own vernacular: ‘‘No road-hog shall 
be there.” In accord with Isaiah we be- 
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lieve that the freeways of our day should 
be free indeed. 


But I must have you hasten on with me, 
speeding along through the centuries to 
take note of one greater than Isaish, great 
as he was, who is the specialist par excel- 
lence on the highways of our God and on 
our earth. This genius of God, who knew 
the mind of God since he was one with him, 
knew well the divine necessity for a high- 
way to our God. Wherefore sounding forth 
the highest truth of all he called himself 
‘‘the Way.”? Only in so far as men have ap- 
prehended this completing and circumfer- 
ential truth enunciated by Jesus concern- 
ing the way to God have they been able, 
truly, to make a highway for God. 


Let me encourage your hearts and streng- 
then your hopes by bringing to your atten- 
tion the example of one or two of these 
groups of roadmakers and (remembering 
‘Michael Fairless’) road-members, ‘I bring 
you first the words of Leonard Bacon. Here 
they are: 


O God, beneath thy guiding hand 

Our exiled fathers crossed the sea; 

And when they trod the wintry strand 

With prayer and psalm they worshipped thee. 


Then too with a heart throb, | recall a group 
of men singing as they trod a rocky road to 
some place or other, these words: 


We are trav’ling home to God 
In the way the fathers trod. 


It has been my privilege to have served 
our God in many States of our Union. Inmy 
early ministry I recall how the roads were 
few and poor, and for the sake of the young- 
er people | will add, in the rainy season, 
just ’gumbo’. With the rest of the men of 
these sparsely settled communities, I work- 
ed out my poll tax by working on the road. 
But I did it cheerfully for I knew that I was 
making more than a mere road, Whittier had 
told the world about us in his singing verse 
concerning the pioneers: 


They crossed the prairie as of old 
Their fathers crossed the sea; 

To make the West as they the East, 
The homestead of the free. : 


As Katherine Lee Bates had so finely said, 
We were of those who “A thoroughfare for 
freedom beat across the wilderness.” 

And when I used to drive my team of bron- 
chos hitched to the buggy over the road | 
had helped to make firm and solid I saw it 
as a ribbon of friendship and freedom across 
the prairie leading to a golden west that 
was more than a geographical west. 


Roads tell for me an epic story even as 
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Isaiah sung of the glory of the Lord reveal- 
ed in the highway made for his (and our) 
God. I will close by telling you the mean- 
ing of them as brought to me in my youth 
by a missionary who had returned from the 
malarial infested coast of West Africa. I 
had the notion then that a missionary’s 
chief task was to preach sermons to wonder- 
ing natives gathered under q tree and then 
to dismiss them by giving out a few Bibles. 
This man had done this but more. | still re- 
call the thrill I got as he told me that the 
greatest piece of work he had done was the 
laying of a three mile road across a pesti- 
lential swamp which they also drained. 


Like Isaiah he had looked on a wilder- 
ness and had said ‘‘A highway for our God 
shall be there.’? And it was so! With the 
draining of that swamp would pass the dan= 
ger of malaria. But more than that would be. 
be the incoming of an enriching friendship. 
Isolation and loneliness would be done a- 
way. If men fulfilled his dream the road 
would be called ‘‘The way to holiness.’’ 


This was the ancient prophet’s dream 
and vision for all roads as it is our dream 
and vision as Christians today. There are 
still many roads to be possessed for Christ 
and his Kingdom. Much has been done; much 
remains to be done! A road is what WE make 
ite As a symbol it is the sign of a wilder- 
ness tamed to be the servant of a civilisa- 
tion. As a fact it is an avenue of trade and 
commerce. Tourist and traveler alike find- 
——IT a way of convenience. But for the 
CHRISTIAN in the prophetic succession— 
of—Isaiah, IT IS THE WAY OF HOLINESS 
making possible a larger freedom and a 
broader fraternity. I counsel you to be a 
road builder of the roads that lead through 
darkness UP TO GOD! 


LENTEN MEDITATIONS for YOUTH 


A 66-page booklet, compiled by Maurice 
A. Phillips, and published by Ihe Upper 
Room, 1908 Grand Avenue, Nashville 5, 
Tennessee, single copies 15¢ each; 10 
or more copies, 10¢ each. 


An anthology of meditations compiled - 
from The Upper Room by Rev. Phillips, - 
supervisor of devotional literature, The 
Upper Room; selected meditations, cover- 
ing the period from Ash Wednesday through 
Easter Day, plus one Post-Easter, there are 
two feature articles, a prayer, interpretation 
of the cover illustration, etc. | 


The Christian Faith ; 
In the Beginning God or the Reality of Go 
Jesus Christ as Saviour. : 
The Place and Content of Conversion. 7 
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‘ASTER DAY 


NE of the very worst rulers of the Roman 

Empire was Nero. He poisoned some of 

his own family; had those who were the 
eople’s favourites put to death; and had 
pies everywhere in case there was any talk 
f rebellion. 

‘The Christians he treated worst of ll. 
hen Rome was bumed down, about thirty - 
ears after Jesus’ death, he spread a ru- 
jour that it was the Christians who had 
one it and then there followed a time of 
readful persecution for those who followed 
hrist. Christians were tortured, and thrown 
9 the lions in the Coliseum. 

At last, news reached Rome that one of the 
oman generals in Spain, Galba, had called 
is soldiers to revolt against Nero. Word 
pread through the army and the soldiers — 
urned against the emperor they hated, 

In despair, Nero took the Roman soldier’s 
ay out. He killed himself, all alone in the 
ouse. When they found him, he was dead. 

The Empire was filled with relief and joy. 
it last the tyrant was dead. There need be 
o more fear of torturing, poison, or of the 
ions. [t was all over! 

Or was it? 

Nobody knew where the rumour started. 

But somewhere in the East men began to 
fhisper that Nero wasn’t dead, after all. 
le had come back to life—and, what is 
lore, he was marching on Rome at the head 
f an army of fierce Scythians who had good 
eason for hating the Romans. ; 

In Rome, those who had led the rebellion 


rembled with hopeless fear, Nero, they 
new would have no mercy on those who 
ad betrayed him, or plotted against him, 


r run away. 
There would be no mercy. 

It was no more than a tale. Nero was as 
ead as ever. He never came back. 

But someone else did, thirty years or 
ore earlier. 

Jesus came back! 

How do you think people felt about THAT? 
We sometimes imagine they were thrilled, 
nd happy. Perhaps they were. But what 
bout Peter, who had denied with oaths and 
urses that he had ever heard of Jesus? 
That about James and Andrew and Matthew, 
ho all ran away? What about Thomas, who 
fused to believe it? Or Caiaphas or Pilate 
tho had sentenced Him to death? Don’t you 
hink that, at first, they must have been just 


This is from the Reverend Cyril Davey’s 
ook, Talking Round the Calendar, reviewed 
1 The Expository Times, March, 1955. 
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as frightened as the people of Rome, when 
they heard that Nero was alive? 
What would Jesus do—if He really wAs a- 


live-to those who had deserted or plotted- 
against Him? Wouldn’t He be furiously an- 
ery, and make them suffer for what they had 


done? Most people would have done so, 

This is the really extraordinary part of 
the story. Not that Jesus came to life again, 
and showed Himself alive—but that He be- 
haved as He did, It is just here, at the end 
of the Gospels, that we see what Jesus is 
like. It is here, most of all, that we see 
what His love and His forgiveness mean, 

“Jesus is alive!” they cried. ‘‘And,” 
they added, ‘‘though we can scarcely be- 
lieve it, He loves us still!’ 


CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS 


TEXT: James 1:17. ‘‘Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness neither 
shadow of turning.”’ 


GOD THE FATHER 


Much too easily we have confessed that 
we believe in God the Father, Creator, 
Protector, Provider, Defender. Much too 
lightly we have said that He is the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and also our true 
Father. Over and over again, we have also 
pledged, “My times are in Thy hands,” 

Ezekiel especially is the prophet of the 
hand of the Lord, Always he seems to feel 
the Lord urging him on, the Lord holding 
him-fast, the Lord’s hand in his life. 

In church symbolism the hand of the Lord 
appears in several ways. Sometimes it is 
held horizontally, and in it is the whole 
world and all its people; or as in Rodin’s 
beautiful conception of the creation, man 
and woman are springing from the great 
hand of God. 

Again, the hand of God is held downward 
with all its fingers straight, a symbol of 
the fact that God deals with us in open- 
handed fashion, withholding nothing, An- 
other time the hand of God is raised in the 
ancient gesture of benediction, with three 
fingers held aloft to symbolize the Holy- 
Trinity, Sometimes we even find the hand 
of God held cupped and in it ‘‘the souls 
of the righteous.”’ 

The Maker of us all will surely hold fast 
what He has made. When we strayed, His 
hands reached out for us, but never so ef- 
fectively as when our Lord Jesus stretched 
out His hands on the cross and commended 
His soul into the hands of His heavenly 
Father, el 

Since then the blessed words, ‘‘Father, 
into Thy hands J commend My spirit,’” have 
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become the pillow prayer of countless Chris- 
tians. Before the coming of Christ it had 
been the evening prayer of Hebrew. chil - 
dren, Psalm 31:5. 
When next we confess, ‘‘I believe in 
in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heav- 
en andearth,’? may it be with the assur- 
ance that we are safe in His almighty hands 
and that it is His hand that is extended 
over us in grace and blessing, buiding us 
home to the life which is everlasting. 
—A.R. Kretzmann, The Lutheran Witness, 
February 10, 1959, Page 6. 


THE ART OF 
GROWING OLD 


W.ARTHUR GRAY 


Scripture Reading: HEBREWS 2:14-18 
(From Phillips Translation) 


INTRODUCTION: We cannot escape the 
reality of becoming something, if we are 
normal human beings. What that something 
is, is the difference between a man and a 
brute, a strong robust person or a weak- 
ling, an intelligent being or a moron, and 
a saint or a devil. We cannot escape be- 
coming one or the other. 


THE ART OF BECOMING OLD 


To grow old lovely and beautifully is an 
art of right living. All life is a growth from 
the tiny one cell amoeba to the multicellu- 
lar animal, reaching its highest stage in 
man. E. Stanley Jones in his book, Chris- 
tian Maturity, writes, ‘‘within every thing, 
from the lowest cell to the highest in man, 
is an urge after completion, after fuller. 
more abundant life — everything reaches 
up after maturity.” 


The fact that we have reached our three 
score years and ten does not make us old, 
unless we think and act that way. When then 
is the yard stick in measuring old age? 
We are old when we forsake our ideals, 
doubt the future, worry over things, most 
of which never happen, live in the past 
with no promise of tomorrow, live in a state 
of fear, sit around on the stool of do-noth- 
ing and twiddle your thumbs, when you 
think that you have learned all there is to 
know and say, ‘I am too old to do that,” 
when you would rather talk than listen, mak- 
ing yourself a bore to those around you, 


when you have lost all interesst in any kind 


Tacoma, Washington (Methodist Pastor) 
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of recreation, when you have lost interest- 
in youth activities and would rather criti- 
cise than praise, when you no longer travel 
or make hikes through the forests and moun- 
tains, when a man no longer admires the 
charm, form, beauty, and personality of 

women; and a woman has lost all pride— 

in adorning and beautifying her outward 

appearance and development of her inward 
graces, we are old and very old, 


I have always loved men and women who 
have ideals worth fighting for and really- 
fight for them, young or old. Is it not about 
time we quit telling old people, ‘‘Take it 
easy. Remember you are old,”’ This taking 
it easy and shirking hard work is making the 
present generation soft, fulfilling the old 
adage, ‘‘wiser and weaker.” We quote from 
Swift’s Gulliver Travels, we are producing 
a race of Lilliputian brains with tiny bodies, 


Charles Darwin coined the expression - 
‘*he survival of the fittest,’’ in which he 
claimed that only the strongest survived 
the brute force of fang and claw. This law 
of the fittest is still in operation today ; for 
in a competitive society only the strongest, 
physically, mentally, morally, and spiritu- 
ally survive. There is every reason to de- 
velop strong physical bodies, keen intel- 
lects, moral and spiritual awareness, God 
and social obligations to man. 


Here is an illustration of those who sur- 
vive. In one of my parishes there lived an 
old German retired farmer who told me about 
a neighbor of his who was in his mid-fifties. 
He said that he was very sick, “the didn’t 
try to live. He died. When I die,’’ he con- 
tinued with emphatic gestures with his right 
hand going up and down, ‘I go down kickin’.”? 
I like the fighting spirit of this old German. 


Another illustration which may be familiar 
to some of you is that of the two pet toads, 
back in the days when the housewife churned 
her clabbered milk for butter. The crock of 
milk was placed out on a porch or room, 
where the sun could blink the milk. These 
two toads always came out on the conerete 
porch in search for their food late in the 
afternoons One of the toads accidentally 
hopped into the crock of milk. He wiggled. 
around for awhile, and then said to himself 
“What is the use. I will never get out of 
here.’? Then with a kind of g-l-u-g—noise, 
to the bottom of the crock he went. A few 
minutes later the other toad accidentally 
hopped into the same crock of milk. But 
this toad put up a real struggle to live. In 
a few minutes he kicked together a big wad 
of butter, then got up on it and hopped out. 
Many people die long before they should 
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‘or the simple reason they refuse to put up 
any struggle to live. 


You will be interested to know that this 
pook, Christian Maturity, was written by Dr. 
Jones after he passed his seventieth mile 
stone. Dr. Jones, in his introduction to thé 
200k makes this significant remark, ‘‘The 
Lord said to me, ‘I’m giving you the best 
-en years of your life—the next ten.’ Two 
of them have passed and they have literal- 
ly been the best two years of my life. Fight 
yet to go. But I have given notice that when 
[ get to the end of this first ten years, | am 
z0ing to ask for an extension of another ten 
years.’” An old soldier of the cross like this 


man ‘‘never dies.’’ 


Oliver Wendell Holmes more than seventy 
years ago wrote these optimistic words,‘ ‘To 
be seventy years young is something far 
more cheerful and hopeful than to be forty 
years old.’ Many of us in our youth well re- 
member the time when people had reached 
the age of forty years, they were called old 
people. There was nothing more left than to 
get ready to die. But in our day life does 
not begin at forty as Pitkin wrote in his 
book, ‘‘Life Begins at Forty,’’—but life now 
begins with sixty or seventy, or even eigh- 
ty with some. 


Some of you saw the televised program 
romoted by Ed. Sullivan on Sunday night, 
uly 27th. This was an orchestra of wind 


nd finger musical instruments of twenty or 
ore women who had passed the ages of 

eventy-eight years. Two very creditable 

umbers were given. To show that they were 
till young in spirit, they presented one. 
fock and roll”? number. Instead of sitin’and 
ockin’ in the old rocking chair, we who- 
ave reached our three score and ten years 
ught to be rockin’ and rollin’ and thinking 
nd acting young in mind and spirit. 


-ONCLUSION: If we develop the art of 
rowing old, we will become graceful and 
oving as the years roll by. How appropri- 
te are the lines from Robert Browning’s 
tabbi Ben Ezra: 


**Trust God and see all. 
Grow old along with me! 
The last of life for which the first 

was made. 

Our times are in His hand 
Who sayeth: ‘A whole | planned;’ 
Youth shows but half; trust God; 
See all, nor be afraid.” 


— Missions 
All Around the City. 
Women and the Way. |. j 
The Church Takes Root in India. 


HE EXPOSITOR 


THE ACTIVE GOOD 


ROBERT T. RAINES 

HE ‘‘golden rule”? in one form or another, 

has universal and catholic acquaintance. 

All ostentatiously profess an unwavering 
belief in its guiding principle. It has been ex- 
tensively taught with world-wide zeal. One of 
its earliest renderings is in the Mahabharata, 
the longest epic written, the most popular — 
part of which is the Bhagavad Gita, Song of 
God. This Indian devotional book soberly ad- 
monishes: “Do nothing to your neighbor, - 
which you would NOT have him do to you, 
later.’’ Confucius forcefully expressed the 
the same idea when he earnestly instructed 
his disciples: ‘‘What you do NOT want 
others to do to you, do NOT do to others, ’”” 
Hillel HaZaken, the most prominent Jewish 
teacher in the days of Jesus, stressed the 
golden rule often: ‘‘Whatsoever you would 
that men should NOT do to you, do NOT do 
to them,’’ and again, ‘“‘what is hateful to 
you, do NOT to your fellow man.”’ In the 
Dhemmapada, Way of Virtue, Gautama Budd- 
ha amply averred: ‘‘Remember that you are 
like other men. As you fear and suffer, so do 
they. Therefore, do not do those things — 
which will cause them trouble. As you would 
NOT harm yourself, do NOT harm Others. ’’ 
Moses wrote: “‘What you HATE do to no man. 
Lev. 19:18. In the Apocryphal Book of Tobit, 
it is written: ‘‘What you yourself HATE, do 
to NO man.”’ 

Christ authoritatively cites the golden — 
rule twice. In Luke He said: ‘‘As you would- 
that men should DO to you, DO you also to 
them likewise.’’ Matthew recorded Him say- 
ing: ‘‘All things whatsoever you would that 
men should DO to you, DO you even so to 
them.’’ Notice that Christ alone stated the 
golden rule in the affirmative. The others 
were more dispassionate in that they phrased 
their proposition in the negative. Is there 
an essential or significant difference? 


It was this difference that caused the 
chief discord between Jesus and the Phari- 
sees. This Jewish sect was very strict in 
the keeping of the laws of the religion. They 
narrowly missed, however, the animating - 
spirit. Jesus conscientiously taught that it 
is never enough simply to refrain from evil. 
Good must deliberately and purposely be ac- 
tive in our thoughts and actions. The heed- 
less men who proffered no assistance to the 
mutilated victim of the robbers did him no 
outward or bodily harm. They meant him no 
outward or bodily harm. They meant him no 
personal evil. No action of theirs caused 
him any direct excruiating torture, NOR 
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contempt 
was 


EASE. Yet Jesus had withering 
for their cold negative goodness. It 
the tender celestial virtue of the Good Sa- 
maritan that He copiously praised» The 
Good Samaritan is called ‘‘Good’’ because 
he generously alleviated the pain he had 
not caused, He not only did not do evil, he 
did good when he beheld the torment of 
another. 


The cardinal point of Jesus with the rich 
young ruler was not the evil of which he 
had been guilty. Rather it disturbed Jesus 
that there were opportune possibilities and 

recious probabilities for good deeds that 
Re had ignored. ‘‘Go sell what you have,”’ 
commanded Jesus, ‘‘and give to the poor.” 
Go do good! If you do not evil this does 


LIQUOR and POVERTY 


T has been the observation across the 

years of my life that liquor and poverty 

go together with the masses of those 
who are habitual drinkers, and even with 
the majority of those who deal it out to 
their fellows. We realize that there isa 
CURSE upon strong drink, and whatever 
God sets His disapproval upon and curses 
is dangerous to partake of. 

‘Woe unto him that giveth his mighkber 
drink, that putteth thy bottle to him, and 
makest him drunken also, that thou mayest 
look on their nakedness! Thou art filled- 
for glory.... and shameful spewing shall 
be on thy glory.’’ (Habakkuk 2:15-16). 

In my visitations as a pastor and evange- 
list for nearly half a century, and for years 
even before entering the ministry,] observed 
that poverty goes with liquor, with but few 
exceptions. Men drink their means away and 
suffer for the lack of money, or for the lack 
of life’s necessities. This suffering also 
belongs to their wives and children, as 
multitudes of them live in poor homes, and 
can hardly make ‘‘ends meet’’, as we often 
say. Then those who deal it out to their 
fellowmen seem never to prosper, with the 
exception of a smal] minority, Evenif some 
of them prosper financially they are poverty 
stricken in their souls. They lack the grace 
of God and carry a guilty, lashing, torment- 
ing conscience, which is very much akin to 
hell, What is a little money, or evena for- 
tune in dollars, at the sacrifice of peace, 
manhood, principle, salvation, a worth- 
while life, and heaven at last ? 

‘Liquor dealers and drinkers are ‘“‘filled 
with shame for glory.’? What a difference in 
being filled with shame compared to being 
filled with glory! There is absolutely no 
glory attached to liquor and to those who 
deal in and partake of the cursed stuff. 
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not necessarily make you good. 


It is the filial obligation of everyman not 
to hate his brother. It is the sacred and di- 
vine duty of the Christian to love all that 
he repeatedly or occasionally encounters. 
Not only those who passionately love him, 
must he adore, but those who clandestinely 
or overtly hate him he must love also. For 
hate the Christian returns love. Our rela- 
tions with our fellow man can never be nega- 
tive. We are to become so purely positive, 
in our love, that we embrace our enemies. 
The Son of Man incessantly demanded the 
positive and active duty. Thus according- 
ly it was sinful to omit doing what we could 
and ought to do. There is evil innot doing- 
all the poosible good. 


‘‘Shameful spewing shall be on thy glory,” 
so declares the inspired writer. This char- 
acterizes millions and millions of people, 
today, and has in the past ages of time. 
When one deals in and deals out a curse,he 
is going to suffer for it in body, mind, soul 
and spirit,—sooner or later,— causing his 
loved ones to suffer, his friends, neighbors 
and fellow-citizens. There is certainly no~ 
glory in that, but awful heartaches, regrets 
and dreadful remorse some-time and some- 
where. 

Yes, liquor and poverty go together——pov- 
erty in finances, in business, in manhood 
and womanhood, in character and honor, in 
uprightness and godliness and finally in an 
outer world of darkness, distress and damna- 
tion. Let me sound this note of warning to 
you, dear man, dear woman, father, mother - 
brother, sister, sweetheart, husband, wife, 
neighbor and citizen of this and all other 
countries and nations, 

When men come to the end of this life, 
they never glory in the money they might 
have made in the infernal liquor business, 
neither do they glory in the fact they have 
spent their money for strong drink, and that 
they have made others poor, and caused 
them to suffer, suffer, SUFFER, and that 
they have destroyed homes, destroyed peace 
and happiness, wrecked lives and helped- 
to send souls down to hell. No, they never © 
glory because they waste their lives, their 
time, their means, and cause the same to 
happen to others, when they cometo the 
end of this life and face eternal consequen- 
Ce€S. 

Oh, the sadness, wreck and ruin, heart- 
aches and woes I have seen across almost 
almost seventy years of life, along with the 
pitiful poverty and want caused by liquor | | 
I have conducted the funerals of drinkers, 
and drunkards, when it was enough to make 
angels weep. Loved ones look on and bade 


MARCH, 1959 


| Ein ES T 


oso Howen Gk URN. TOU RE 


TO REALIZE YOUR HIGHEST HOPES 
Dedicated craftsmen, talented designers, 
quality materials and over 50 years ex- 
perience assure you supreme satisfac- 
tion. Consult us freely without obliga- 
tion for new construction or remodeling. 


Profit 


from our knowledge and ideas. 


Pews-Altars-Pulpits-Lecterns - 
Fonts, etc. Tracery and Carving 


Write for Literature 


MANITOWOC 


CHURCH FURNITURE COMPANY 


1214 LINCOLN AVE, Dept. TE, WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 


them goodby with no hope of meeting them 
in a better world. It looks like everybody- 
— everybody — would hate liquor which has 
caused more deaths, they say, than war, 
famine and pestilence, and has sent more 
souls into outer darkness than any one thing 
perhaps, on the face of the earth. O God, 
save the people from the curse and damna- 
tion of drink! 
—Rev. Walter E. Isenbour, 
Taylorsville, North Carolina 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


tach Carries His Own Crown 
ames 1:12. “He shall receive the crown.” 


I want to tell you a parable. I don’t know 
shere it came from, but what matters is that I 
o know it contains truth, and has helped many. 

A certain king called three of his servants 
nd gave to each of them a very ordinary-look- 
ag bundle. He told them they must carry these 
undies, by separate roads which he has chosen, 
© a certain city. “And when you arrive,” he 
aid, “‘you will be crowned princes.” 

The first set out cheerfully, but it wasn’t very 
ong before he came to a bog. The only way to 
ross it was to jump from one stone to another, 
ind as he had never kept himself in very good 
ondition he was a bad jumper, and he fell into 
he mud. “This,” he said, as he drew himself 
ut, in a filthy state, “is not too good; the king 
as made a mistake sending me this way. Ill 
0 back and follow one of the others.” On his 
vay back he had to jump again and shook his 
yundle off into the bog, so he didn’t bother to 
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go at all. 

The second man came to a very high, narrow 
bridge that led over a ravine, and he had ‘no 
head for heights.” He didn’t like the look of 
it at all, so he too, turned back; as he did so 
his bundle went rolling down into the depths. 

The third man came to a jungle, and just in- 
side it he met a lion. He faced the beast though 
he felt uncomfortable. However, to keep up 
his courage he addressed the lion thus: “If you 
think you're going to eat me—eat me. I’m not 
going back for fifty lions.” He walked forward, 
and the animal turned tail and fled. Then a 
leopard sprang from behind a tree, but the 
traveller struck it hard with his staff and it fled 
also. On he went, and he came to the same 
narrow bridge which had so terrified the other 
man. He felt dizzy and sick, but he planked 
his feet on the bridge, and kept his gaze heaven- 
wards, and got over falling exhausted at the 
other side. On he went, through bogs, through 
rivers, through undergrowth, till he was worn 
and bleeding; but he was on his feet, and the 
bundle was on his back. Then, gleaming in the 
distance, he saw the city. He entered and de- 
livered his bundlé to the king personally; and 
he looked round for his crown, but there wasn’t 
one. There was only the king, and he was 
unwrapping the bundle with his own hands, so 
the traveller watched him. _ 

Covering after covering came off. What, 
wondered the weary traveller, could there be 
in it that was so precious? The last wrapping 
fell off—and there was a crown of wondrous 
beauty. With his own hands the king placed 
it on the head of the man who had carried it 
through so much tribulation, and the king said: 
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‘No man comes here, but brings his own 
crown.” —Margaret Harwood in The Methodist 


Recorder, London. 


Easter Experience 

Matt. 28:19. "Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations.” 

John 9:24-25. “Give God the praise. . 
blind, but now I see.” 

Rom. 8:16. “The Spirit beareth witness with 
our spirit.” 

We used to hear much about Christian 
“experience”, but due to modern psychology, 
modern pride and modern sin — we ve voted 
it all out — as symptons of mental senility and 
weak defense-mechanism. How easy we yawn 
and retort: ‘‘yes, I know, but times are different, 
you know.” It’s that “you know” that irritates 
the most. We sing “God moves in a mysterious 
way,” but we believe it only with modifications, 
revisions and amendments. Recently, a little 
paper-covered book entitled “How I Came 
Back’’ by a well-known evangelist was given to 
me with the request, “read it and tell me, if you 
believe any of it.’ Now a man assumes a great 
responsibility never imparted to him when he 
becomes a proctor and interpreter of other per- 
son’s religious experience. There are many 
things in earth, and heaven that God uses to 
challenge the soul. To the Record: ‘He was a 
farmer boy, a hill-billy, a day laborer, petty 
gambler, crap-shooter, professional gambler, a 
‘con-man’, a slot-machine king, a big-time 
gambler, libertine, almost a murderer, drunkard, 
saloon-bum and porter; a Sunday School 
Teacher, a bakery salesman, auto salesman, 
shoe-repairer, chain-store magnate, reviving old 
run down mountain-valley churches, a man of 
wealth, a tabernacle builder, a politician and 
social worker, a real estate man and evangelist 
—all within the span of life from boyhood to 
middle life: and to think of the awful days and 
nights, the happy hours, the weeping moments, 
the prayerful hours — I realize that I have run 
almost the gamut of human experience.” What 
a word, the gamut! Today, the word is used 
for the entire musical scale. In frontier days, 
it represented the plight of a white man, 
captured by desperados, who, stripping him to 
the waist, commanded him to run the gauntlet 
through two rows of men, while they vigorously 
beat him almost to death with their fists and 
sticks. If he could “'take it,” he was accepted 
as one of their clan and given full membership. 
But here the simile ends. This poor sinner took 
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all the evil forces gave him, but better still, b 
took the cup of salvation and experienced th 
thrill of finding a Saviour, who ‘‘saves to th 
uttermost” and that’s experiencing religion, m 
brother. No two persons have the same exper 
ence, which is a good thing, otherwise, w 
might pose as proctors of other men’s consc 
ences. Whenever in doubt, concerning th 
credibility of these unusual cases, remember thi 
it was Jesus who said: The wind bloweth wher 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereo! 
but cannot tell whence it cometh, and whither | 
goeth; so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 


A Letter From God 


I am very fond of walking under the star: 
The silent company of those shining ministet 
helps me somehow to get rid of the bother: 
tions of life. When I get to the top of th 
hill near my house, I stand still and loo 
about me. I look at the millions and million 
of stars shining above my head, and I try t 
think what they are,—ten thousand times mor 
than when I was a child. And, then, as 
look at them, it comes home to me that al 
I see around me and above me, universe upo! 
universe, is just God’s way of talking to me,— 
TO ME. His message sent straight to my nam 
and address, to ME, as I stand there on th 
hilltop. 

Then, I pluck up my courage, and answe 
in the magnificent lines of Emily Bronte:— 

Though earth and man were gone, 

And suns and universes ceased to be, 
And Thou wert left alone, 

Every existence would exist in Thee. 

As I stand there on the hilltop, I can under 
stand how John Bunyan felt about the Bible 
that every word in it was addressed to him 
John Bunyan, personally,—a letter from God 
direct to him, John Bunyan.—L. P. Jacks. 


Bulletin Board 


Wisdom never comes unasked and no virtue 
remains unurged. 
He who has received a kindness should tel 
it abroad. 
The saloon is the only business ashamed 0. 
its best customer. . 
Use of spare time makes or mars your life. 
Lies are the coward’s defense. 
It is no disgrace to fail in doing something 
doing nothing is. 
All experience goes to show, 
No mud can soil. but the mud we throw. 
A man without God has no beginning an 
no end. ’ 


. : 
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VITH CHRIST in THE GARDEN. Inspiration 
trom Jesus’ Last Hours, by Lynn J. Radcliffe, 
hbingdon. 80-p. $1.50. 


This book, designed to lead men to a 
loser communion with God through Prayer, 
‘ividly re-creates the Gethsemane scene on 
he eve of the Crucifixion. Dr. Radcliffe, 
sastor of Hyde Park Community Methodist 
Church, Cincinnati, is known throughout the 
sountry for his many lectures on prayer, and 
spiritual life, and here he explains that what 
Christ did in these last hours can guide us- 
yo amore effective life through prayer. Some 
'f{ the questions treated here are: How is a 
wrayer answered? Why did not God remove- 
ihe cross from Jesus? How can prayer trans- 
‘orm our life? It is valuable for both personal 
md for group use. The five chapters in this 
nook are worthy of much study-contemplation. 


‘The UPPER ROOM Book of 
EASTER CAROLS 


This booklet contains 24-pages of well 
chosen Easter carols, hymns, and worship 
services, compiled by Bliss Wiant, well- 
known in the field of music, especially in 
church music circles. Dr. Wiant directs the 
program of music cultivation for the Division 
of the Local Church, General Board of Educa- 
tion, The Methodist Church, Nashville, Tenn. 
He has a_ splended background in music, from 
the general board level, the conference, dis- 
trict, and local church, as well as college. 

The purpose in producing it is to gather- 
familiar carols and hymns and suitable wor- 
ship services in a compact form to serve- 
groups within the church and the community. 
This booklet will save wear and tear onthe 
costly hymnals, is useful, inexpensive, and 
attractive. Order direct from : 

The Upper Room, 1908 Grand Avenue, 
Nashville, Tennessee 
single copies 15¢; 10 for $1.00; 7¢ each in lots 
f 100 or more. 


THANKSGIVING DAY EVERY DAY, 
and OTHER SERMONS, 
79-pages. $1.10 a copy, including postage. 
Order from Author: 
Rev. John S. Huebschmann 
64 Mang Avenue, Kenmore 17, N.Y. 


The author, long-time friend and reader of 
The Expositor, is author of the following : 
**Boys, Youths, Men”’ 

*‘Three Greater Successes” 


‘*Alone With God—The Shut Door’ 


in addition to the above volume. This isa 
handbook of seven sermons; in addition to 
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: 


Over 1,400,000 copies sold! 
A Pocket Prayer Book 


By Ralph S. Cushman 


Rich in spiritual resources — scrip- 
ture, prayers, quotations, poems. 
Vest pocket size, 144 pages hand- 


somely printed, bound in imitation 
leather with gold stamping. 
Deluxe white edition 75c each, 
$7.50 per dozen. Order direct from 


Che Uypar Roo 


World’s most widely used devotional guide 
1908 GRAND AVENUE NASHVILLE, TENN. 


the sermon, ‘“Thanksgiving Day Every Day”’, 
there are sevenmore sermons on ‘‘Nearness 
of God”, Storm and the Calm’’, ‘‘Growing in 
God’s Grace’’, ‘Your Church Could Have All 
the Money It Needs’’, ‘‘How to promote Tith- 
ing in your Church’’, “‘Channels of Power’’, 
“He is NOT HERE for He is Risen’’. 

You will find inspiration is this book, 
not only for the present season of the — 
church year, but for every hour of every day, 
of this and coming years. 


THE MEANING OF THE CROSS, By Henry 
Sloane Coffin, Scribners. 164-P. $2.50 


Many hundreds of clergymen in this great 
land of ours will welcome the reprint of 
Dr. Coffin’s book, “The Meaning of The 
Cross,” as are many millions of laymen. 
The chapters are: 1, What Crucified Christ ? 
2. Why Did He Have Himself Crucified ? 
3. How Shall We Interpret The Cross? 4. What 
Must We Do Because of It? 

As we all know, there is no question, nor 
set of questions, confronting mankind, that 
can compare with these in importance. Why 
then spend time on questions of lesser im- 
portance? 


PRAYER, THE SECRET OF POWER, by C.J. 
Kinne, Beacon Hill Press, 72-P. $1.00. Write 
to the publisher’s address at 2923 Troost Aves, 
Box 527, Kansas City 41, Mo. 


TREASURY OF STORY-SERMONS For CHIL- 
DREN, Edited by Charles L. Wallis, Harper, 
266-p» $3.95. At your book store, or write to- 
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Publisher. (More than 2-years weekly supply). 


EGYPT in Biblical Phophecy, Wilbur M.Smith, 
Wilde, 256-p» $3.50. Order from your Book Store, 
or Publisher, at 131 Clarendon St.,Boston,Mass, 
INVITATION ‘TO COMMUNE, by Charles Ray 
Goff. Abingdon. 94-p. $1.75 


The purpose of this book is to give us 
a deeper appreciation of Holy Communion. 
Beginning with the first phrase of the invi - 
to Communion—‘‘Ye that do truly and 


tation 

earnestly repent’? —Dr. Goff gives a step-by 
-step interpretation of the preparation he- 
considers necessary for effective commun - 


ion with God—true repentance, faith, fellow- 
ship, confession of sins, and love for your 
neighbor. He also discusses the meaning of 
the elements and the over-all purpose of the 
services 


The  8-chapters are: Repentance, The 
Neighbor, Great Intention, Walking in His 
Ways, Draw Near with Faith, On Taking the 


Sacrament, To Your Comfort, Humble Con- 
fession, and any reader who reads and tru- 
ly PONDERS the contents of these chap- 
ters, will accept the privilege of Commun- 
ion with deep thought and gratitude. 


PREACHING FOR THE CHURCH. Theology and 
Technique of the Christian Sermon. by Richard 
R. Caemmerer. Concordia Pub.House.353-p. in- 
cluding Index of Topics, Index of Scripture, and 
Index of Names. $4.50 


This volume deals in a logical and practi- 
cal manner with the art and purpose of preach- 
ing, as indicated by the title, and which the 
author says “‘is God’s Word in Christ to peo- 
ple.’” 

Richard R. Caemmerer, experienced preach- 
er and Professor of Homiletics in Concordia— 
Theological Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., pre- 
sents his point of view clearly and conclu- 
sively, in basic and elemental manner, as 
we assume he would and does present the 
subject to the students in his classroom 

As one studies the table of contents, one 
cannot help but wish that every preacher had 
or might have the privilege of studying and 
applying Dr. Caemmerer’s methods of study, 
application and delivery of sermons and ad- 
dresses. 

Here isa “‘practical help’? volume for any 
and every preacher, as a basis for present- 
ing God’s Word to those who come seeking. 


‘ 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. Cyril 
C. Richardson. Abingdon 159-p. $3.00 


A Clarification of what it attempts to express. 
After a survey of the N.T.basis of this doctrine 
the author concludes that its essential concern- 
is to reveal the paradoxical nature of God. 
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YOUTH TEMPERANCE WEEK 
APRIL 12—18, 1959 


The Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union urges that all concerned citizen: 
join in a widespread observance of Yout 
Temperance Education Week, on abovy 
dates. Pastors and Youth Leaders wh 
seek help with the program should contac 


Mrs. Glenn G. Hays, Fresident 
National WCTU 

1730 Chicago Avenue 
Evanston, [Illinois 


It is time for action on the subject 
of juvenile drinking. 


RED CHINA CLOSES 
PROTESTANT CHURCHES 


All Protestant denominations in Commu- 
nistChina are being merged into a single 
church body, and the majority of the loca 
churches are being forced to close, accor¢ 
ing to reports received by the China com- 
mittee of the National Council of Churches. 

Typical of the closing of churches was 
the shutdown of all but 12 of 200 Protes- 
tant churches in Shanghai and all but fou 
of 65 in Peiping, said Dr. Wallace C. Mer 
win, executive secretary of the committee 
Closed churches are being tured over t 
the government as ‘“‘patriotic gifts,’ hy 
added. 

In addition to churches, the authorities- 
have taken over Protestant schools, hos 
pitals, and other institutions, bringing abou 
‘‘not so much a persecuted church as a cap 
tive church.”’ 

‘*Today Chinese Frotestants are tol 
that church division and  denominationa 
names are ‘vestiges of Western colonial 
ism aimed to divide and rule’,’’ Dr. Mer- 
win said, ‘‘It is also the first time that 
Protestant congregations have had to sur 
render their properties and funds on sucl 
a large scale.”’ --The Lutheran Witness, 
February 10, 1959, Page 4. 


TRACT HOLDERS 


Good News Publishers, Westchester 
Illinois, will be glad to send you informs 
tion regarding tracts, and the various kind: 
of attractive and useable holders or dis 
play racks. 

Many people respond more readily to the 
message carried by a well written tract the 
to a message from the pulpit. 


Memorial Service(From page 236) 


ung front. While the exigencies of war still call for 
ithe youth of our nation to leave shops, stores, schools, 
offices and farms, to offer time, strength, limb and 
lives upon a new altar in defense of Freedom, yet— 
today’s gigantic, earth-enveloping struggle has re- 
quired equal if not greater suffering and hardships 
on the part of civilians by the hundreds of thou- 
Sands in stricken lands,—bombings, race extermina- 
tions, concentration camps, slave labor, hostages— 
mumbers too great to comprehend. That we as a 
mation have been saved from this punishment is cause 
for individual and national thanksgiving. Our grati- 
tude to God for His protection should translate itself 
into unstinting effort to do our part in bringing the 
war to a close as rapidly as possible, according to 
che will of God. 

As civilians, we know little of weariness of march; 
deing footsore, thirsty, famished’ lonely, wounded, 
ill; dirt, mud, filth, noises of battle, explosions that 
rock the earth, pain of gas burns, burning tanks, 
exploding and burning planes. Our duties lie in 
sympathetic and unending support of the men who 
de experience these things; willingness to understand 
their needs upon returning to civilian life; grateful 
and generous support of organizations like the Red 
Cross, whose aim is to minister to every need of 
the men at: the front and returned from battle, and 
beyond this—the willingness to measure up to the 
ideals of freedom for which so much is being offered. 
Not idealistic generalities, unworkable in a practical 
world, but down-to-earth good-will among men. 


Hymn: “God of our Fathers.” 

Prayer: (for those engaged in battle, for 
aching hearts left behind, for strength and wis- 
dom to do our part, according to the will of 
God). 

Reading: (By a mother, with son in the 
service) “God gave my son in trust to me; 
Christ died for him, as he died for me, and 
my son should be a man for Christ. He is his 
own, and God’s and man’s, not mine alone. 
He was not mine to give. He gave himself 
that he might help to save all that a Christian 
should revere, all that enlightened men hold 
dear.” 

Hymn: “America, America.” 

Benediction. 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy... .” 

Organ: ‘Festal March”—Kroeger. 


Mother’s Day Reflections: 


In devising a cover illustration for a Moth- 
er’s Day bulletin, F. M. Barton said, “We te- 

uested the artist to take Flockhorst’s Guardian 
Bisoel, remove the wings and thus make a 
mother of an angel. In most Mother's Day 
material this is reversed, and we make angels 
of mothers. There is a saying that ‘God 
couldn’t be everywhere, so he made mothers’. 

Continuing, “Angels we reverence and some- 
times fear, but mothers—we can always go to 
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them—with soiled hand, and even with soiled 
hearts, and she goes without fear or trembling, 
up past angels, or even arch-angels, and asks 
God to cleanse the heart even as she washed 
the hands and face, even the feet of barefooted 
children. 

“She scolds at the carelessness that makes the 
dirt, holds up her hands at the torn clothes, 
mends and washes for one, seven or a dozen, 
The door to this earthly haven is always ajar 
for the dirty bairn, the lass with torn dress, 
tearful faces, scratched legs,—though mother 
may scold while making clean or making 
whole, she is withal forgiving, saying “There 
you are, see if you can’t keep clean,’ or ‘Do 
try to pick out a cellar door without so many 
nails.” Her wrath is stirred if one ot more 
have gone about the neighborhood with soiled 
faces, hands, or lips. That is a reflection on 


PLANBOOK 
by STANDARD 


ALL-NEW VBS Course 
FOLLOWING JESUS 


Investigate Standard’s new and com- 
plete true-to-the-Bible VBS course today. 
Single theme is ‘Following Jesus.” Five 
grades, full color, Redi-cut, low cost, 
easy to teach. 
FREE PLANBOOK fully describes ma- 
terial, methods for conducting inspirational 
VBS. Illustrates exclusive new Redi-cut 
pupils’ books. 
INTRODUCTORY KIT $4.50 value, only 
$3.75. Contains teachers’ manuals, one 
pupil’s workbook each grade, director's 
manual, VBS Planbook, publicity aids, etc. 
Write Today For__ — — — = — — — — — — = 
ers FREE PLANBOOK 
es INTRODUCTORY KIT containing all material 
described above, $3.75. - 


Check enclosed for Cees Geer ye * 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE, or Dept. 
STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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vo Individeal 
“THE SANITAR Communion CUPS 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 
Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremeny and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request 
SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


v 
J.P REDINGTON & Co. 


Dept. 223 SCRANTON 2+ Pa. D 


Church diindows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and. Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


PIPE ORGANS 
of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


her care and watchfulness. 

‘“Mayhap, a father is like unto a mother in 
this respect. Like as a mother pitied her chil- 
dren, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him, 


only the Psalmist says ‘a father. Through 
God's grace, we are all children of the Father, 
a refuge for grateful hearts, soiled and torn 
hearts, weary hearts, numbed hearts. He will 
make our hearts clean-and whole, anxious for 
a newer and greater assignment for the dawn- 
ing day.” 

Mothers of today need to seek refuge and 
counsel at the feet of the Father, not only for 
healing of lonely hearts, but for strength and 
wisdom in keeping the coming rulers of the 
world clean in heart and mind, as well as hand 


and clothing. 


Group Discussions In Connection 
With Mid-Week Services 


These discussions may be scheduled before 
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the Mid-Week service, with coffee and sa 
wiches during the interlude. The follow 
topics are only suggestive, you will think 
others, or your committee will suggest to 
of immediate interest. The main point is 
assign the topics several weeks in advai 
with suggested reading matter, so there will 
intelligent thinking. At least three pers 
should be assigned topics for each meeting, 
there will be a variety of observation, folloy 
by questions. 
Topics: 
What is social security ? 
What is adequate income ? 
Does an era of high wages bring ab 
secure homelife? 
Do we want government to have the poy 
to insure income for everyone? 
Who pays government expenses ? 
Who pays taxes? In what forms? 
Does it cost money to have commun 
improvements ? 
Who pays the bill? 
What is a Christian's duty toward co 
munity welfare? 


Toward national welfare? Toward chi 
training ? 

What is the meaning of the word ‘Den 
cratic’ ? 


Was Jesus democratic in his teachings? 

What is the meaning of a pledge? 

Does marriage involve a pledge? 

What is “Life Insurance’’? 

Discuss the scope of Life Insurance. 

How does its scope compare with the sce 
of the Christian Church in its plan | 
eternal life insurance? 

Why do we give more attention to t 
temporal in life, than to things of et 
nal value? 

What is Freedom? 

What does Freedom imply? 

What are the responsibilities of Free p 

les? 

What does Freedom cost ? 

What is Freedom worth? 

How would you answer these questio 
if you were a Frenchman, living 
France? A Belgian, a Greek, a N 
wegian ? y 

Why do you have sports? 

Should sports have parental and comm 
ity support? ; 


What is recreation ? ‘ 


Why is it essential ? 
Why do people indifferent to Church 1 
(See page 2¢ 
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(From page 248) 
become troubled when religious freedom 
is threatened ? 

What is Freedom of Speech? 

We read the terms, Jewish, Christian, and 
Catholic Churches. What does this 


mean? zZ 
Is a Christian one who believes in Christ ? 


UBSCRIPTION BLANK 


IE EXPOSITOR 
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God sent His singers on earth | 
With songs of gladness and mirth 
That they might touch the hearts of men 


And bring them back a i 
ne oe WW. Longfellow 
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FOLDING! 
BANQUET WHERE TO BUY 


ildeted |CHURCH EQUIPMENT 


Direct Prices & 

Discounts to 

Clubs, Churches, 

Schools, Lodges and XS Ut 
All Organizations } 


COMPLETE CATALOG 
ON REQUEST 


MONROE TRUCKS 
For handling and CHAIRS and TABLES GOWNS 


storin foldin 
tables tad chatee (Folding) (Pulbit-ast 


The easy, modern 
way. Choice of mod- Monroe Company 250 Cotrell & Leong 


els. 


PORTABLE PARTITIONS Redington Company 249 National Churel 


Change your idle 
space ito useful 
areas with these 
Partitions. Ma- 


FOLDING sonite panels in 
t 


ubular steel 


CHAIRS frames. with 


Steel built, swivel action 


CHURCH FURNITURE Goods Compan 
Josephinum Company 250 Ward, C.E.& Co. 


Manitowoc Company 243 
sturdy, con- 
venient. Redington Company 248 
THE “Mone. COMPANY fee ae 
70 Church St. Colfax, lowa Pannen Akuiere CONCORDIA PU! 
gi oes 0° is LISHING HOUSI 
Austin Organ Co. 248 
Manufacturers of: CONCORDIA PU 


G © ] WwW Pa S CHURCH WINDOWS Lane Hous 


BACK Ct 
*Pulpit and Choir- (Stained Glass) 


RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES Muhlenberg Pres: 
; ‘ St. Joseph Art 


casters or glides. ” 


Church Furniture e Altar 


Brass ¢ Communion Sets Glass Company 248 Upper Room 
Embroideries e¢ Hangings 
CATALOG ON REQU 
WAIT ES DEPT. prt COMMUNION SERVICE Mie sale acuein 
sate Sanitary Communion 
“Tlationa ee anes Standard 
62) 27 ARCH STREET PHILADELPHIA % ; \ SEVICS 248 Publishing 7 


Subscribers will facilitate the change or 
correction of addresses for mailing The 
Expositor, by sending changes well in ad- 


Guances or ADDRESS 1 CHURCH FURNITURE 
eo f 


° : 
ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUT 


The Expositor, Sub. Depart. and 3 
‘P.O. Box 81 
Hud ance ee DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 
where all records are cared for, and all the preg a 
mailing wrappers are addressed, for mailing a : 
at the East Aurora, New York Pont Office. Designed and Produced 
“ 

“‘No man ever got lost on a straight by rs 


road.”? —Lincolne 


Good habits are tireless servants. 
Ask the first ten mothers you meet 
if they would vote for liquor. 
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